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not know that. He had received a general indication of the
Emperor's plans on the 4th January, but his cantonments
were not, in that order, precisely specified.*

The orders of the 4th January were surely clear enough
in their spirit to indicate to N&y the undesirability of an
offensive advance; yet, early in January, he began to
move towards Koenigsberg. His motives, according to De
Fezensac,t were the search for a country better supplied
with provisions, and an advance against Koenigsberg itself.
On the 2nd January, his light cavalry was marching on
Guttstadt by Passenheim and Oertelsburg. On the 8th-
llth, his headquarters were at Wartenburg; from the
12th to the 20th, they were at Allenstein, and he had his
troops dispersed all over the country at Bischofsburg,
1 Bischofstein, Seeburg, Wartenburg, Guttstadt, Queetz,
Gottkendorf, Neidenburg, Bartenstein, Oertelsburg, Hens-
guth. He had even, as far forward as Schippenbeil, a
battalion of grenadiers supporting his light cavalry still
farther out, J

On the 9th, he proposed a strong reconnaissance to see
if the enemy were still in Koenigsberg, but abandoned the
idea in consequence of fresh news, On the 10th he took
and occupied Schippenbeil, which Lestocq failed to re-
capture on the llth. On the 14th, he estimated that he
had in front of him Lestocq with 9000 men, and Kuchel,
garrisoning Koenigsberg, with 4000. At the same time, he
wrote that he had no positive news of Bernadotte and
Soult, though he had incidentally heard of Sahuc's and
d'Hautpoult's cavalry divisions passing Neidenburg. He
adds that he is occupying a well-supplied country, and

* On the 4th January, Berthier had written to Ncy: " The Emperor, not
witting to make any offensive movements with his armies during the wtnter9
desires you to take such cantonments as will protect Marshal Soult's left and
Marshal Bernadotte's right." The distinct specification of Soldau, etc,, was on
the 7th. -

t Souvenirs Militaires, p. 13*.

J ** Joumaux de Marche," 6th Corps, Aroh, Hi&t.
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